
 

 2019-2020 Course Description 

 

Junior Level (K-2nd grade) 

Beginning Art (Tuesday 9:30 am – 12:00 pm) The beginning Explorer’s Art class is about 
exploring and experimenting.  This is a special age because at this age, children have a unique 
way of experiencing the world. They are curious, playful and interested in learning new things. 
In this art class their creative curiosity will be nurtured and learning will appeared to look like 
play. The students will be introduced to artists and learn about the art concepts and principles 
used by the artists.  The emphasis of the art class will be the hands-on process of exploring and 
experimenting with art materials and creating original works of art. (Instructor: Patricia Storey) 

Elementary Level (3rd – 4th grade) 

IEW: Fables, Myths & Fairy Tales (Tuesday 9:30 am -12:00 pm) A wide variety of adventures 
will supply a rich foundation for imaginative and enjoyable writing. Your students will work 
through IEW Units 1–7 as they learn to take notes, retell narrative stories, summarize 
references, write from pictures, and compose their own fables, myths, and fairy tales. 
(Instructor: Michelle Shoop) 

Beginning Spanish (Tuesday 12:30-3:00 pm) Students will be introduced to the Spanish 

language through immersion, games, stories and songs. Attention will also be given to the 

culture, history, and tradition of several Spanish-speaking countries.  (Instructor: Shirley 

DeCicco) 

 
Adventures in Science (Wednesday 9:30 am – 12:00 pm) The elementary science class will use 
the Science Fusion curriculum. This is a very dynamic curriculum that includes relevant labs, a 
colorful student book, and promotes a deep understanding of science concepts. Students will 
be engaged in investigating, asking questions, drawing conclusions, and sharing their findings 
with the class. Topics to be decided. We will have a variety of activities including class 
presentations, science walks, field trips, and more. (Instructor: Michelle Shoop)  

Adventures in Art (Wednesday 12:30 – 3:00 pm) Students will be sent out on different 
adventures in art, while learning art concepts and principles of design.  Our adventure begins, 
when we receive a letter from Henri Rousseau that leads us to our first adventure of exploring a 
jungle.  While in the jungle students are sent on a scavenger hunt where they find a little 
box.  The little box leads us to our next adventure.  Each adventure leads to a new adventure 
with some twists and turns along the way that introduce the students to art concepts, 
principles, techniques, and artists.  Each lesson allows the students to explore the creative 
aspects of art while enjoying the process.  We will use a variety of art materials to give the 
students the opportunity to experiment and explore with different art media.   Each lesson will 



be used as a building block to build new art skills and allow their imagination to explore art by 
doing art. (Instructor: Patricia Storey) 

 

Middle School Level (6th-8th grade) 

Essay Voyage (for 6th-7th graders): (Tuesday 9:30 am -12:00 pm) Join us for a year long voyage 
exploring grammar, vocabulary, Greek and Latin roots, poetry and literature. Our destination is 
the realm of essay writing. This expedition also includes the exploration of ancient history and 
architecture, introductions to great poets and authors, and the opportunity to learn how to 
analyze sentences grammatically. All the different language studies connect together and 
overlap in the MCT Language Arts series developed by Michael Clay Thompson and published 
by Royal Fireworks Press. Fifth graders with advanced reading and writing skills will be 
considered. (Instructor: Eleanor Braun) 

Lost Tools of Writing Level 1 (for 8th - 9th graders): (Tuesday 12:30 – 3:00 pm) This is a classical 
writing program that teaches the persuasive essay by means of a gradual process of study that 
involves invention (coming up with ideas), arrangement (ordering ideas), and elocution 
(expressing ideas logically). Additional Texts and Reading List TBD—this course is still under 
construction! Plans to include a study of grammar, vocabulary, Greek and Latin roots, poetry 
and literature are in the works. More details will be added in coming months. Preference will be 
given to 8-9th graders. Advanced 7th grade writers will be considered. (Instructor: Eleanor 
Braun) 

Spanish II (Tuesday 12:30-3:00 pm) This course is the 2nd in a middle school sequence.  Students 
will be exposed to all aspects of language acquisition such as listening, speaking, writing, logic, 
cultural values and traditions. Students will gain further practice outside of class through audio 
exercises, worksheets and listening/writing assignments. (Instructor: Alba Lucia Thomas) 

A Journey through Art (Wednesday 9:30 am – 12:00 pm) Students will set off on an imaginary 
journey and at each stop along the way we will visit different artists and learn about their style 
and/or art movement.  We will begin our travels by packing our art supplies to help create a 
visual journey of what we’ve seen and learned along the way. Students will become art journal 
keepers, learning to see the world through their own eyes while demonstrating their 
understanding of art concepts and principles in their work.  Students will be guided on their 
journey and will be taught art techniques but it will be up to them to fill in the details of their 
adventure. (Instructor: Patricia Storey) 
 

Algebra I (Thursday 9:30 am -12:00 pm) Students will use Saxon’s Algebra 1 to learn about: 
signed numbers, exponents, solving equations, two equations with unknowns, graphing 
equations, scientific notation, ratio, percent, unit conversions, geometry, perimeter, area, 
volume, English to metric conversion, and surface area. Class time encompasses instruction of 
four lessons and application of principles through sample problems worked on the board. In 
addition, math-related current events are assigned. Examples of algebra in action from science 
and engineering will be shared. Each week students are assigned problems sets from the four 



lessons and a closed-book quiz to be completed at home. Text: Saxon Algebra 1, 3 rd Edition. 
Placement test required. (Instructor: Terry Gilleland) 

Science Exploration (Thursday 12:30-3:00 pm) This course takes an integrated approach to 
studying science. Students are encouraged to ask the “why” and “how” of science through in-
class demonstrations, labs and independent projects. This year we will study Sound and Light, 
and The Human Body from the HMH Science Fusion Series. Weekly homework assignments, 
current events, quizzes and chapter tests, lab reports and occasional projects are required. 
(Instructor: Terry Gilleland) 

High School (8th-10th grade) 

Spanish III (Tuesday 9:30 am -12:00 pm) This course is the 3rd in a 3-year sequence.  Students 
will be exposed to all aspects of language acquisition such as listening, speaking, writing, logic, 
cultural values and traditions. Students will gain further practice outside of class through audio 
exercises, worksheets and listening/writing assignments. (Instructor: Alba Lucia Thomas) 

Studio Art (Tuesday 12:30-3:00 pm) In this class, the students will learn the principles and 
concepts of design which will develop the student’s knowledge of composition in two-
dimensional and three-dimensional art. The elements and principles of design are the building 
blocks that will not only improve the student’s art work, but are also used in all art careers. 
Students will learn the whys and hows of art techniques which will enable the them to develop 
the skills needed to become independent in creating their own artwork.  We will examine artist 
artwork to evaluate and recognize art techniques and concepts in action.  Students are invited 
to explore, experiment, and solve problems in creating their own original artwork.  Students 
will be given the opportunity to develop their own artistic styles. 
 
Advanced Math (Wednesday 9:30 am -12:00 pm) Students will use Saxon’s Advance 
Mathematics. This curriculum and text integrates topics from algebra, geometry, trigonometry, 
discrete mathematics, and word problem analysis. Class time encompasses instruction of four 
lessons and application of principles through sample problems worked on the board. In 
addition, math-related current events are assigned. Examples of algebra in action from science 
and engineering will be shared. Each week students are assigned problems sets from the four 
lessons and a closed-book quiz to be completed at home. Text: Saxon Advanced Mathematics, 
2rd Edition (revised). Prerequisite: Saxon Algebra 2 or placement test. (Instructor: Terry 
Gilleland) 
 

High School Writing Spring & Fall (Wednesday 12:30-3:00 pm): (Instructor: Eleanor Braun) 

1. Analytical Grammar: (First Hour) A comprehensive grammar course that teaches 
grammar through diagramming. The skill of analyzing sentences helps students 
understand the logic behind sentence structure and greatly enhances their ability to 
self-edit their writing grammatically. Required Text: Student Analytical Grammar 
Workbook by Robin Finley. If seats remain open, this course may be opened as a one-
hour class to interested students in grades 8-12. All students enrolled in Literary 
Analysis are required to take both classes. The Analytical Grammar and Literary 



Analysis class are actually each one semester classes, but they will run all year. 
 

2. *Literary Analysis: (Second Hour) This course teaches literary analysis and the literary 
analysis essay. We will study major works of literature with the aim of focusing on 
various literary themes and periods while immersing ourselves in the works of great 
authors. Writing literary analysis essays will give students the opportunity to apply what 
they are learning in class and will also prepare them for college level writing.  
 
This class includes one-on-one tutoring in the form of detailed edits of essay 
assignments via email. Access to a computer or a laptop, as well as a printer, is required 
(no tablets or I-pads). Each student must also have access to an email address. 
Familiarity with attaching and opening documents and using either Word (preferred) or 
Google docs would also prove beneficial. There is no required text for this course. 
Reading List: Charles Dicken’s Great Expectations, Jane Austin’s Sense and Sensibility, 
Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. This list will grow over the summer. 
 
*Prerequisite: Introduction to Essay Writing or a similar course. Introduction to Essay 
Writing may be taken concurrently with Literary Analysis and Analytical Grammar. Essay 
assignments would be adjusted to favor topics linked to the Literary Analysis course. 

Introduction to Essay Writing (Fall Semester: Wednesday 3:15-4:15 pm) This one semester, 
one-hour course introduces students to the academic essay. Students will spend the first 6 to 7 
weeks focusing on elements of an essay and basic MLA documentation while writing their first 
essay. As we delve into writing essays, the writing process and self-editing will be reinforced. 
Students will write at least 4 essays including the expository, comparative, persuasive, and 
personal essay (college application essay). The SAT essay will also be studied in class. Additional 
essays may be added as time permits. The class includes one-on-one tutoring in the form of 
detailed edits of essay assignments via email and Google Docs. Access to a computer or a 
laptop (preferred), as well as a printer, is required (no tablets or I-pads). Laptops are preferred 
due to in-class labs where students are asked to bring their laptops to practice MLA 
documentation, formatting, and research skills. Each student must also have access to an email 
address. Familiarity with attaching and opening documents and using either Word (preferred) 
or Google docs would also prove beneficial. 
Required texts: Student Resource Notebook (Third Ed.) compiled by Lori Verstegen (EIW). 
(This course is a prerequisite for Literary Analysis (offered above) and may be taken 
concurrently.) 
*Preference will be given to 9-12 graders enrolled in Literary Analysis who have not taken essay 
writing.  
 

High School Chemistry (Thursday 9:30 am -12:30 pm) Course description and instructor TBA 
 

World History (Thursday 12:30 – 3:00 pm) Course description TBA (Instructor: Shirley DeCicco) 


